
Welcome to Holy Week!  I am very much looking forward to my first Holy Week here at St. Mary’s.  
What a wonderful parish we have!   Last Saturday about ninety parishioners gave their morning and part 
of their afternoon to preparing our grounds and church for Holy Week.  So many people have told me 
how happy they are with these improvements.  It happened because of your Stewardship – especially 
Time and Talent. 
 
Matt Galdo took some outstanding pictures of the Spring Clean-Up.  I have posted some of them on the 
bulletin board and at our parish website at:  http://stmaryvalleybloom.org/springcleanup.html  I would 
like to include here a picture of everyone, but I wanted to, at least, show the beautiful ladies who (led by 
Sr. Barbara) did the much needed cleaning our church.  Also I wanted to indicate the age range of 
volunteers:  we had people as old as Leo Moore (pictured eating lunch with Jim McDaniel & me) and 
as young as the three boys with shovels and rake.  I was particularly happy to see the high school 
students and other young people participating in this important project.  Special thanks go to Steve 
Schilling, John Lenac and Bill King for their work preparing the grounds and material for the Clean-Up 
day.  And of course, a huge thanks to James Yap and Jose Rodriguez who developed the overall plan.  
We still have a good number of things to do in order to fulfill that plan.  You can find more information, 
with pictures of specific needs at:  http://stmaryvalleybloom.org/stmarylandscaping.html  We 
accomplished a lot last Saturday, but still have areas to address.  With your continued support, we can 
do wonderful things together.    
 
To address the needs of our parish facilities, I rely principally on our Building Commission.  The next 
meeting will be on May 19.  Meantime, I have asked some of the men to work with me in identifying 
maintenance and repair needs in our buildings:  church, hall and rectory.  Also I would like to say that I 
appreciate the support of the Knights of Columbus.  They provided lunch, as well as coffee and donuts, 
for our parish Clean-Up day – and they helped with much of the organization.  I encourage all men, 18 
years and older, to consider becoming a member of the Knights.  We have the Knight of Columbus 
Membership Dinner, this Saturday at 6:15 (right after the 5 p.m. Mass).  If you are (were) not able to 
attend this dinner, you can speak to Dominik Thomeyer, Oscar Rodriguez – or any Knight – about what is 
involved in joining this fraternal group. 
 
One of the important missions of the Knights of Columbus is to support the Catholic commitment to the 
dignity of each human life – from conception to natural death.  This commitment is more important 
than ever in light of the sweeping legislation signed by President Obama last Tuesday.   Our bishops 
have issued a statement on this new law.  They state, “…for whatever good this law achieves or intends, 
we as Catholic bishops have opposed its passage because there is compelling evidence that it would 
expand the role of the federal government in funding and facilitating abortion and plans that cover 
abortion.” I encourage you to read the entire statement.  I have posted it on our bulletin board –and 
you can easily find it online. 
 
As a nation and as individuals and families, we are in a spiritual battle.  The greatest weapon we have in 
this battle is prayer.  I will be saying more about this at our Generations of Faith this Wednesday, 
beginning with dinner at 5:45 p.m.   Because spiritual warfare has intensified this year, I encourage you 
to participate fully in the Masses and other services during Holy Week.  I particularly call your attention 
to the Novena of Divine Mercy that begins this Friday (Good Friday) at 3 p.m.  and will be prayed 
bilingually at that time each afternoon until April 11. I will lead the opening Chaplet of Divine Mercy on 
Good Friday, as well as the concluding Chaplet on Divine Mercy Sunday.  After the 3 p.m. Chaplet on 
April 11, we will have the privilege of hosting the 40 Days for Life Victory Celebration in our parish hall.  
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More about this in next week’s bulletin, but for now I ask you to reserve that afternoon on Divine Mercy 
Sunday (the Sunday after Easter). 
 
Many will want to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation during the Divine Mercy Novena (April 2 -
11).  I am offering additional times on Holy Saturday (April 3) from 4 to 6 p.m., as well as 45 minutes 
before each weekend Mass.   And of course, I want to invite you the Easter Vigil that evening at 8 p.m.  
It is the greatest liturgy of the year –  and will feature the baptism of a number of adults and young 
people.  The Easter Vigil will be mainly in English, with some Spanish, and should last about two hours.  
Please make it a priority:  At the Easter Vigil you will experience the power of Jesus’ Resurrection.  
 
Finally, as a symbol of Christ’s victory, please be sure to take home your blessed palm.  Place it behind a 
crucifix or other sacred image in your home.  It will remind you of the goal of Holy Week:  participation 
in Christ’s saving death that we might share with him the power and joy of the resurrection!  

  
 

 

Andrea, Linda, Theresa, Jan 
Kathy, Isabel, Yolanda, Cecilia, Mia, Renae, Yolanda, Linda 

 



 

 



 

 
 


