
It is good to be back to St. Mary of the Valley after the week in Rome.  I deeply appreciate Fr. Ramiro 

Casale being here for Masses and confessions last weekend.  Many of you commented on what a 

wonderful priest he is.  People also told me that they are praying for Fr. Ramiro’s sister.  I will keep you 

posted as I hear more. 

The pilgrimage to Rome was a marvelous experience.  I went as part of a delegation of ten priests from 

the Archdiocese of Seattle.  On our first day in Rome (June 8) we had the opportunity to concelebrate 

with Cardinal William LaVeda.  Below is a picture of our group after that Mass.  On June 9 & 10 we 

joined several thousand other priests at St. Paul’s Basilica for a conference, Eucharistic Adoration and 

Mass.  The highlight of the pilgrimage was the Thursday evening vigil and Friday morning Mass with 

Pope Benedict.  Because of the large number of priests, our group got separated as we gathered for the 

Mass.  Fr. Jay DeFolco and I managed to stick together and a kindly priest took our picture (below).   

In addition to the Masses and other prayer services, we saw some of the sites in Rome – for example,   a 

three-hour tour of the Vatican Museums.  A person could spend three weeks and still not see it all, but 

we did have the chance to see the renovated Sistine Chapel.  I was overwhelmed by its beauty.  I had 

seen the frescoes many times when I was a student in Rome, but I was not prepared for the difference.  

It took a couple of decades (from 1979 to 1999) and cost millions of dollars (paid for largely by Japanese 

benefactors). The results were breathtaking.   

We also had a tour of the excavations under St. Peter’s Basilica.  You may know that St. Peter’s is built 

over an ancient cemetery.  In 1939 Pope Pius XII gave permission to excavate the area under the main 

altar.  Scientists carried out the research in secret during World War II and completed their work in 

1949.  Our guide laid out the evidence that the archeologists uncovered the actual tomb of St. Peter and 

his very bones.  I encourage you to read about it and, if you go to Rome, to see the burial place of the 

man Jesus chose to be the “rock” on which he would build his Church. 

Fr. Steve Sallis is putting together a slide slow of the pilgrimage and a presentation for next week’s Priest 

Days at Ocean Shores.  He asked each member to write a “one sentence memory” of the experience.  

What touched me most was being with and seeing the fervor of the young priests.  I am not that old, but 

I estimated that 90 percent of the priests were younger than I, most of them much younger.  What a 

great encouragement for the future of our Church! 

The Year for Priests has come to a conclusion, but I encourage you to continue to pray for priests.  We 

need your prayers and support.  I am grateful to be in a parish so supportive of priests.  I ask your 

prayers also for young men whom God is calling to the priesthood.   From June 27-30, the Archdiocese 

will host the eighth annual Quo Vadis Days for young men ages 13-18 to learn more about the 

priesthood.  I have brochures for anyone interested.   

Besides the priesthood, the other great vocation for men is marriage and fatherhood.  Pope Benedict 

had some pointed words about the relationship between priesthood and marriage that I will share with 

you this weekend.  At the end of our Masses it will be a joy to give a blessing for our dads – and to pray 

for those who undertake the great task of spiritual fatherhood. 



Speaking of prayer, this summer I will be working on a small shrine to Our Lady. (Below is a picture of 

the statue of Mary.)   It will be located opposite the Sacred Heart statue in front of the rectory.  I have 

already received some donations in memory of my brother-in-law, Alex, and a parishioner here at St. 

Mary of the Valley.  I will be inviting your participation in memory of departed loved ones.   

Next weekend I will publish a final list of donors to the Annual Catholic Appeal.  If you have not yet made 

your pledge, please do so this week.  I have asked representatives from our parish and finance councils 

to give a presentation on our budget for the 2010-2011 fiscal year.  I appreciate your support of our 

parish. 

Finally, I encourage you to take advantage of a great opportunity:  the Northwest Eucharistic Marian 

Conference at St. Cecilia Catholic Church in Stanwood, June 25-26.  The conference will feature Fr. 

Donald Calloway.  Those who attended Mom’s Night Out earlier this year will remember seeing the 

video about his amazing conversion to Catholicism.  You can find detailed information at:  

http://www.nwemc.org 
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