
We had a nice Mother’s Day celebration last weekend.  I thank the Knights of Columbus for their 

delicious breakfast of pancakes with strawberries and whipped cream.  Besides the great breakfast, it 

was beautiful to bless moms at the end of our Masses.  One of the primary purposes of our parish is to 

support our moms, especially moms with young children and whose children are entering middle and 

high school.  Together with their children’s fathers, they have a huge responsibility.  The future of our 

Church and society is in their hands. 

For our parish staff Mother’s Day was special.  Anita Maceda –parish secretary/administrator – gave 

birth to a beautiful baby – Jairo Ezra.  We congratulate her and Juan on the birth of their second child.  

And we have another blessing:  our Hispanic Pastoral Coordinator, Tania Gutierrez de Torres, is close to 

full term with her baby girl.  We expect Tania and Juvenal’s daughter to make her debut before the end 

of the month (May 25 if all goes well).   

I joke with Anita and Tania that they are like the “Hebrew Women” in the Bible.  You might remember 

that in the book of Exodus the Egyptian midwives told Pharaoh, “The Hebrew women are not like the 

Egyptian women.  They are vigorous…”  However that might be, here at St. Mary of the Valley we do 

have amazing young moms.  I am proud to have two of them serving on our parish staff. 

Of course, no matter how strong a young mom is, she cannot do it on her own.  First and foremost, she 

needs the support of the child’s dad.  The parents have an awesome responsibility before God and they 

need spiritual mothers and fathers to help carry out their huge task.  That is where our parish comes in.  

Every baptism involves a commitment on our part to support those young parents, especially in what is 

most important – the faith formation of their child. 

We are part of a network called the Catholic Church.  It is not just a sociological reality – we are the Body 

of Christ.  An essential part of our belonging to Jesus’ Body is to support our local bishop by becoming 

informed about the work of the Archdiocese, and to do our part so that this work can flourish.  That’s 

why we have the Annual Catholic Appeal each year at this time.  I want to thank those who returned 

their pledge envelopes last weekend.  I know that some of you are praying about how you will support 

the Appeal this year.  I thank you for your prayerful consideration. 

Last weekend two members of our Building Commission – Steve Schilling and Oscar Rodriguez – gave 

excellent presentations on what we are doing here at St. Mary of the Valley and how we want to use the 

Annual Catholic Appeal as vehicle for supporting important projects here.  It was wonderful after the 

Masses to bless the newly renovated restrooms.  Everyone commented on how great they look.  In the 

next few weeks I will be meeting with the Finance and Parish Councils to discuss how we will move 

ahead with other important needs – the hall carpet, kitchen, playground and of course the ongoing work 

with Our Lady’s Grotto.  As Steve and Oscar explained, we are doing as much as possible with generosity 

of parish volunteers.  The renovation of restrooms involved 250 volunteer hours from parishioners.  

Below is a picture of one of them – Adrian Mendez who painted the ceilings and upper walls of the 

restrooms.  We cannot, however, accomplish everything with volunteers alone.  They need materials 

and professional support.  The funds for that can only come from your generosity. 



In conclusion, I would to like mention one final note about Mother’s Day.  For many of us, it is a day to 

especially remember our deceased moms. Like others in the parish, I visited my mom and dad’s grave 

and prayed for them, also asking them to pray for me and all our family.  Part of our prayer involves 

gratitude to God for all that we received.  Another part is to ask for forgiveness and healing.  I am a 

strong believer in healing of the family tree.  I know that many of you also feel that need.  Last July you 

gave me the names of over twelve hundred deceased family members.  Sr. Barbara wrote the names on 

a scroll that we placed at the foot of the statue of Our Lady in front of the rectory.  Our World Youth Day 

delegation will take a copy of those names in our pilgrimage to Rome, Assisi and Madrid.  One of the 

best things that we can do for our children is to pray for the healing of the family tree.  We know that 

fears, addictions and blind spots are often handed down from one generation to the next.  By praying 

for those who have gone before us (especially at Mass) we can break that cycle. With God’s help we can 

heal those wounds so that we don’t hand them on to our children and grandchildren, but instead 

become channels of grace for them.  

May Crowning of Blessed Virgin Mary  

 

 

 



 

Knights of Columbus Breakfast: Christine, Nick, Andrew, Julie, Marianne, Bill 

 

 



Adrian Mendez (parishioner volunteering talent to paint restroom ceilings) 

 

 



Jairo Ezra 

 

 


