
Happy Mother’s Day!  We pray today for our moms, living and deceased, and for our spiritual 

moms.  They make great sacrifices so that our children might have a good life – and one day may 

enter eternal life.  We honor those moms today, we thank them and we pray for them. 

In my homily today I ask:   What is something that moms particularly desire? It is, of course, 

to have the home fixed up. Today representatives of our parish Building Commission – Steve 

Schilling and Oscar Rodriguez – will give presentations on the improvements we are making to 

our parish home - and how all of us can take part.  We will be using the Annual Catholic Appeal 

as a vehicle for receiving those donations.  Here is some information about the Appeal: 

Annual Catholic Appeal 

 

What is the Annual Catholic Appeal? 

The Annual Catholic Appeal is about being Catholic and recognizing that there are priests and 

deacons to be trained, social services for the needy and poor to be offered, Catholic schools to 

sustain and grow, retired priests and nuns to support and so much more! The Annual Appeal 

allows you to join thousands of Catholics throughout Western Washington to gather the 

resources needed, helping in a much bigger way possible than if we tried to do it alone. Thanks 

to YOUR generosity, our church is here in times of need providing comfort and hope.   

How does the Annual Catholic Appeal Differ from Parish Stewardship? 

Parish Stewardship giving is your yearly financial commitment to support your parish and 

occurs in the fall of each year. Letters and reminders are sent from your parish. 

The Annual Catholic Appeal is an Archdiocesan campaign that gives everyone an opportunity 

to support over 60 ministries and services throughout Western Washington and occurs in the 

spring of each year. Pledges can be made over a ten month period and monthly reminders are 

sent from the Archdiocese. 

There are 175 parishes and missions in the Seattle Archdiocese, serving 577,400 Catholics. 

When you give a gift to the Annual Catholic Appeal, your money goes to support over 60 

ministries and services. 

 

Some of the ministries supported by your gift include: 



♦ Faith Formation Education ♦ Priests’ Pension ♦ Retired Priests’ Medical Care 

♦ Catholic Youth Organization ♦ Catholic Schools ♦ Detention Ministry Services 

♦ Multicultural Ministries ♦ Sisters’ Retirement ♦ Vocation, Seminarian & Deacon Services 

 

I am confident that, by your generosity, we will reach our parish goal of $45,116 – and then 

receive a rebate to apply to parish renovation:  restrooms, carpet, kitchen and playground.  

Together we can do great things.   

Finally, I would like to share with you the reason that I support the Annual Catholic 

Appeal.  Below is a picture of Alexa Tapia who was baptized at the Saturday evening Mass on 

April 30.  Her dad is a member of the Finance Council and sings in the choir.  The Archdiocese 

of Seattle – and St. Mary of the Valley Parish – exists for children like her.  We want all of our 

children to receive the sacraments and be formed in the teachings of Jesus.  It takes more than a 

single parish to fulfill the many needs of our children.  We are part of a bigger Church.  We are 

united with our shepherds, Pope Benedict and Archbishop Sartain. We are Catholics.  And we 

want our own parish to be the best it can be.  For that reason I ask you to join me in supporting 

the Annual Catholic Appeal! 

 

 


