
I want to thank Grand Knight Austin Mitchell and Worthy Knight Oscar Rodriguez for the 

presentations last weekend at our English and Spanish Masses.  A number of men expressed 

interest in the work of the Knights of Columbus.  The Knights are an enormous help to me and I 

would love to see every man over 18 become a member of this fraternal organization. 

St. Mary of the Valley Knights of Columbus, in coordination with Gabriel Project, Religious 

Education and Generations of Faith, will be inviting children and adults to participate in the 

Spiritual Adoption Program.  The purpose of the program is threefold: 

 Encourage parishes, schools and other communities to pray for babies in danger of 

abortion.  

 Educate adults and children about the development of the pre-born child.  

 Provide mothers in need with assistance at a 'baby shower' of donated baby gifts, or 

simply celebrate with a 'birthday party' at the conclusion of the program. In some perishes 

a crib was bought with monetary gifts and the children filled a crib with gifts for 

expectant Mothers.  

This is done by encouraging people to "spiritually adopt" an unborn baby, and to follow their 

baby along the path to being born. The Spiritual Adoption Program will begin on March 25.  

I will have more information in next week’s bulletin. 

Today is Scout Sunday.  I am happy to have the Boy Scouts present at the 9:30 a.m. Mass.  

Troop 53 meets regularly in the parish hall and they have done various projects here at St. Mary 

of the Valley.  Most recently our Scouts joined Nathan Johnson in carrying out a wonderful 

Eagle Scout project:  Landscaping the Shrine of the Blessed Virgin Mary between the church and 

hall.  The pictures below show the work crew, the work in progress and Our Lady framed by the 

new screen.  I took the third picture on Thursday morning after the beautiful snowfall. 

The snow did have some negative effects – for example, it caused us to cancel Generations of 

Faith on Wednesday evening.  I hated to postpone a session dedicated to “Mercy and 

Forgiveness,” but those themes will be beautiful on March 30 – which is the third week of Lent. 

Lent begins very late this year.  March 9 is Ash Wednesday.  The late start for Lent should make 

us want to take full advantage of this holy season.  We have a great program for Lent 2011.  It 

will include these opportunities:  40 Days for Life, Friday evening Soup Nights followed by 

Stations of the Cross, “Marriage Jackpot” retreat with Dr. Robert Fontana, Theology of the Body 

retreat for high school students and young adults, the Premiere of Appalachian Dawn (sponsored 

by Monroe pastors), Generations of Faith – and the Lenten Penance Service to prepare us for 

Holy Week.   

Prior to Lent, we will have Women’s Night Out this Thursday evening.  On the following 

evening I will be available for “First Friday” Confessions from 7 to 8:45 p.m.  This is part of all-

night Eucharistic Adoration sponsored by our Hispanic Prayer Group.  All are welcome to 



participate.  Next Saturday we will have a Mardi Gras Retreat for Junior High students (see 

Faith Formation section for more information). 

I want to thank those who participated in the Mexican Dinner last weekend.  The Dinner, along 

with food sales after the 9:30 and noon Masses, netted over seven hundred dollars for our World 

Youth Day delegation.  Next Saturday evening we will have the WYD Chili Cook-Off.  And for 

our seniors, the WYD group will host a “Senior Prom” on March 26.  I’ll be 65 in September so 

I look forward to an evening with people in my age group! 

 

Work Crew (February 19): Bill, Byron, Scott, Ann (adults); Tully, Taylor, Nathan, Steven, 

David, Matthew, Timmy, Uday, Erin, Nick – and Samwise 

 

 



Daniel and others working on landscaping for Shrine 

 

 

 

 

 

 



February 24, 7:30 a.m., facing east

 


