
Thank you for the great collections on the last two Sundays.  Last June, when Austin Mitchell 

and Alex Tapia presented our 2010-2011 budget, they mentioned that we need an average of 

$5,886 each week in order to fulfill our parish mission.  Those of you who follow the Weekly 

Collection Summary have noticed that we have been behind in terms of our financial 

requirements.  On January 30, however, we received a collection of $8,499 which put us very 

close to our budget goal.  Last Sunday we had another great collection:  $7,270.  This put us 

ahead of our goal for the first weekend of February.  Thank you.  We need your consistent 

Stewardship of time, abilities and financial resources.     
 
In coming weeks I will be meeting with our Finance and Parish Councils to review 

expenditures and make plans for the coming fiscal year 2011-2012.  We have much to 

accomplish in terms of evangelization, religious education and pastoral care – as well as the 

repair and maintenance of our buildings and grounds.   
 
St. Mary of the Valley Parish is an integral part of the Archdiocese of Seattle.  Archbishop 

Sartain is the successor of the Apostles in Western Washington and we have a 

responsibility to support him in the training of seminarians and care for elderly, infirm priests – 

and the other essential work our Archdiocese.  We do this through the Annual Catholic Appeal.  

Last year St. Mary of the Valley had a goal of $42,360.  As of January 31, we had donated 

$36,527 – so we still have $5,833 due.   
 
The 2010 Annual Catholic Appeal is winding down and all final payments on pledges are due 

to the Annual Catholic Appeal Office no later than April 20
th

. If you have not yet fulfilled your 

pledge, I strongly encourage you to do so in order for us to meet our assigned goal.  Please send 

your final payments directly to the Annual Catholic Appeal Office at 710 9
th

 Ave, Seattle WA 

98104 or make your payment online at www.seattlearchdiocese.org/aca    Thank you! 
 
Speaking of support Archbishop Sartain, please come to the Snohomish Deanery Mass this 

Thursday evening, February 26, at 6 p.m. at Holy Rosary Church in Edmonds.  It is a great 

opportunity to meet our new archbishop at the reception after the Mass, and so I would love to 

see a strong showing from our parish.  
 
Next Sunday at our 9:30 Mass we will have Scout Sunday.  A great group of Boy Scouts meets 

in our parish, and one of them – Nathan Johnson – is doing a wonderful Eagle Scout project:  the 

landscaping of the shrine of Our Lady between the church and parish hall.  (see picture below) 
 
We continue our preparations for World Youth Day this coming August.  I thank you for 

supporting our young people spiritually and financially.  Below is a picture of some of our World 

Youth Day Delegates with the T-Shirts we will be wearing when we make our pilgrimage to 

Rome, Assisi and Madrid.  As part of our spiritual preparation we will be attending the Theology 

of the Body Retreat on March 19.  You have probably noticed the posters for that retreat.  I 

would like to invite all high school students and young adults to participate in that retreat.  Please 

contact me or any World Youth Day delegate for more information and to receive a registration 

form.   
 
Finally I want to invite all members of our parish to attend Generations of Faith this 

Wednesday evening, beginning with dinner at 5:45 p.m.  Our theme is Forgiveness.  Here is what 

one of the early Christian writers (Nicetas of Remesiana) said about the topic: 
 

http://www.seattlearchdiocese.org/aca


If you do not know the way of salvation, look for Christ, for he is the road for souls.  If it is truth 

you want, listen to him because he is the Truth.  Have no fear whatever of death, for Christ is the 

Life of believers.  Do the pleasures of the world seduce you?  Turn all the more to the Cross of 

Christ to find solace in the sweetness of the vine that clustered there.  Are you a lost sinner?  

Then you must hunger for justice and thirst for the Redeemer, for that is what Christ is.  Because 

he is bread, he takes away hunger.  If anger is tormenting you, appeal to Christ, who is peace.  

Then you will be reconciled to the Father and will love everyone as you would like to be loved 

yourself.   

 

 

 

 

Hugo, Ryan, Cris, Royce, Josh, Miano, Clayton, Norberto, Chris, Ralph, Peter 

Moises, Abby, Fr. B., Patty, Leonor, Gaby E, Eloisa 

Tony, Juan, Christian (picture by Austin Mitchell) 



Byron and son, Nathan, explaining landscaping project to Mary and Jan 

 

 

 

 


