
Warm greetings and special prayers during my pilgrimage to Rome for the closing ceremonies of 

the Year For Priests.  I thank you once again for all your prayers for me and other priests.  Don’t 

stop now – we need your prayers every day.  I also want to thank those who wrote names of 

priests for whom they wanted me to pray for during the pilgrimage.  One of the priest that I am 

particularly praying for is Fr. Ramiro Casale.  I am grateful for him celebrating Mass and hearing 

confessions on this weekend when I am returning from Rome.  Below is a picture and some 

information about this excellent young priest. 

 

Fr. Ramiro Casale, OCD was born and raised in Zacatecas, Mexico.  

He is the tenth of eleven children.  While discerning his vocation to 

Carmel, he came to the Discalced Carmelite Province in the Western 

United States.  After his novitiate in San Jose, he studied philosophy 

and literature at Mount Angel Seminary.  He continued his theology 

studies at the Teresianum, the Carmelites’ Pontifical Faculty in 

Rome.  During this time, Fr. Ramiro was elected president of the 

student body at the Teresianum.  Then he was elected student 

representative of all the pontifical universities in Rome.  Fr. Ramiro 

was ordained a priest on June 20, 2009 at St. Therese Parish in 

Alhambra.  At present, he is Director of the Carmelite Institute of 

Spirituality in Stanwood, Washington. 

 

Some bishops are included in my prayer lists.  Various people wrote down the names of 

Archbishop Brunett, Bishops Tyson and Elizondo, retired Archbishop Hunthausen, as well as 

deceased bishops of the Archdiocese:  Archbishops Murphy and Connolly and Bishops Walsh 

and Gill.  I am also remembering Bishop Raimundo Revoredo Ruiz, who visited St. Mary of the 

Valley for two weeks during May.  I received a nice email from Bishop Revoredo.  The original 

is in the Spanish section.  Here is my translation: 

Hello, Padre Felipe.  I received your email and the pictures and your wishes.  I arrived at Lima 

at 3 a.m, because in Houston the rear door of the plane needed repair…  I am the one who must 

thank you for the magnificent days (in Monroe).   My greetings and gratitude to all the 

parishioners and those most involved in the Parish of St. Mary of the Valley, such as the parish 

staff and Maggie and Sister Barbara, etc., etc.,    Have a good trip to the international meeting of 

priests with the Holy Father during these days of June.  – Bishop Raimundo Revoredo Ruiz 

Speaking of support for bishops and priests, I am grateful to all who have responded to the 

Annual Catholic Appeal.  When I left for Rome, 253 families had filled out and returned pledge 

envelopes.  I know that it is easy for the Appeal to get lost in the shuffle. (It often happens on my 

own desk!)   For that reason, I sent out reminder letters to those who pledged last year and whom 

I have not yet heard from.  Sometimes people have particular situations that I should know about.  

I want to hear from every family in our parish.  I will continue to ask during these next weeks.  It 

is OK to write “no” or “prayers” in the pledge box.  That way I know you have heard the 



invitation.  Otherwise, as your pastor I do feel a responsibility to continue to make the effort to 

contact you.  Thank you, again, to all those who have filled out their Annual Catholic Appeal 

pledge envelope. 

While I am thanking people, I want to thank those who subscribed to the Catholic Northwest 

Progress last January.  The parish received ten dollars for each subscription.  This week I got a 

check for forty dollars!  It would have been nice if a hundred – or five hundred – had subscribed, 

not just for the return to the parish, but much more important that the diocesan newspaper arrive 

at all our homes.  Studies have shown that if the paper comes to one’s home, the average person 

will spend fifteen minutes reading it.  That is not a lot, but it does help balance some of secular 

media that constantly bombard us.  Anyway, thank you to the four who did subscribe and I hope 

we have more participants next January on Progress Sunday. 

As I return from Rome, I look forward to the World Youth Day meeting – Thursday, June 17, 7 

p.m. in room 7.   We also have special weddings this week.  Congratulations to Garrett Ascherl 

(son of long-time parishioners, Joe & Teresa Ascherl) who will marry a lovely girl named 

Heather on Friday evening.   In addition ask your prayers for Luke and Michaela who are coming 

from Seattle to celebrate their wedding here on Saturday.  I encourage any young couple to speak 

to me about celebrating their wedding at St. Mary of the Valley.  We want to help and support 

you as you take this most important step.  Above all, we want you to receive God’s blessing and 

have his daily help as you live the great vocation of marriage. 

Regarding marriage and family, next weekend I will bless all our fathers at the conclusion of 

Mass.  It is so important that we pray for the men who have received the gift and blessing of 

fatherhood – and for all of us who embrace the joyful task of spiritual fatherhood.  On the Feast 

of St. Joseph, Pope Benedict expressed it this way: 

"There is but one fatherhood, that of God the Father, the one Creator of the world, 'of all that is 

seen and unseen'. Yet man, created in the image of God, has been granted a share in this one 

paternity of God. St. Joseph is a striking case of this. ... He is not the biological father of Jesus, 

Whose Father is God alone, and yet he lives his fatherhood fully and completely.” 

 

For Spanish column: 

 

Hola! :Padre Felipe. Recibí tus correo y las fotos y tus sentimientos. Llegué a Lima  a eso de las 

tres de la mañana, porque en Houston se descompuso la puerta trasera del avión...Yo soy quien 

tiene que AGRADECERTE por esos magníficos días en ésa. Mis respetos y saludos y 

agradecimientos a toda la feligresía y las personas más allegadas a la Parroquia La Virgen del 

Valle, como las secretarias y Maggy y la Sister Barbara, etc.etc.etc. Que tengas un buen viaje a 

la reunión internacional de Sacerdotes con el Santo Padre en estos días de Junio.   –Monseñor 

Raimundo Revoredo Ruiz 

  


