
This Sunday we celebrate the Baptism of the Lord.  It is also the first Sunday in “Ordinary 

Time.”  Before saying goodbye to Christmas and Epiphany, I would like to again thank all those 

who made those weeks so beautiful here at St. Mary‟s.  I am impressed by generous – and often 

unnoticed – volunteer work done by so many parishioners.  I‟ve placed a picture of Silvina Perez 

cleaning up leaves with help of her children and grandchildren.  To me she represents those who 

quietly give of their time and talent to keep our parish beautiful and inviting to others.  As we get 

closer to the Catholics, Come Home outreach, which begins in February, I will be speaking about 

ways all of us can invite and welcome those returning to the faith. 

 

I was impressed by the wonderful turnout for Generations of Faith.  Considering that it took 

place a few days after Christmas, the response was amazing.  It speaks about how much people 

value this religious education program.  It began with a delicious dinner (salad and chili dogs – a 

big hit) served by Leo Moore with Doug and Lisa Sackman.  (see picture)  I put some pictures of 

the December 30 Generations of Faith on the bulletin board – and also invite you to look at other 

pictures by going to our website (http://www.stmaryvalley.org/) and scrolling down to “Parish 

Photo Album.” 

 

Please do check out the St. Mary of the Valley website.  We have updated it and want to use it as 

an important means of communication.  We are making every effort to ensure accuracy.  If you 

notice any error or omission or have questions, please contact me or any member of the staff 

(Anita, Tania, Kathy & Sr. Barbara).  Also – with the help of a technical support person – we 

have updated our parish answering system.  During office hours you should get a human being, 

but outside those hours, a recording that allows you to leave a message for a specific staff 

member or obtain basic information – including how to get hold of me in case of a death or other 

emergency requiring immediate attention of a priest.   

 

The parish website has a calendar of activities taking place at St. Mary of the Valley.  You can 

access it anytime to see what is happening in our parish, including Masses, weddings, religious 

education, prayer groups, youth activities, etc. as well as outside groups such as AA, ALANON 

and WIC (Women, Infants, Children) that use our facilities.  Much of the calendar has activities 

that are repeated on a weekly or monthly basis.  If there are changes (for example in our schedule 

of daily Masses) I will post them on the website. 

 

Speaking of daily Masses changes:  Next week I will be here Monday through Friday for 9 a.m. 

daily Mass, but the following week only on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday.  When I am not 

available for daily Mass, we have a Liturgy of Word & Communion led by Sr. Barbara or Leo 

Moore.   

 

On Tuesday, January 19, I will be attending the 10 a.m. Pro-Life Mass at St. Michael Parish in 

Olympia. Bishop Eusebio Elizondo will be principal celebrant and I will be joining priests 

throughout the archdiocese in concelebrating with Bishop Elizondo.  I hope that many of you 

will join me for that Mass.  After the Mass we will walk to the State Capitol for the annual 

March for Life.  If you have never attended, please consider coming this year.  Along with the 

Catholic Advocacy Day (see flier in this bulletin) this is significant effort to make our voice 

heard by our representatives in Olympia.   

 



As we begin this new year, I would like to mention some other upcoming events:  On January 

16, I will have a “Meet and Greet” gathering in English and on Jan 23 in Spanish.  Our Building 

Commission will meet on Jan 19 at 7 p.m., Finance Council on Jan 28 and Parish Council on Feb 

11 (we will be having a social event with council members on Jan 14).  Our next Generations of 

Faith is Jan 27 (starting time, 5:45 p.m.).  Last Sunday, I read the Epiphany Proclamation of the 

Date of Easter 2010.  Please make every effort to set aside April 1 (Holy Thursday) through 

April 4 (Easter Sunday) for the days of the Easter Triduum.  And in a little over a month we 

begin the holy Season of Lent with Ash Wednesday (Feb 17).  Please put God in first place as 

you organize your calendar for 2010. 

 

A final word:  I want to thank the advertisers on the back of our bulletin.  They make possible 

this free service.  However, I received word that if we do not have fifteen advertisers, the service 

will be diminished beginning in February.  Please patronize and thank our current advertisers – 

and if you have a local business (or know someone who does) please consider placing an ad in 

the back of our bulletin. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

For other part of bulletin: 

 

Publish on Sunday January 10: 

Most people discover that human nature wants something better to do than just gormandize and 

kill time. They have been given life in order to achieve something worthwhile, to make use of 

their talents. It could not have been given them without some benefit in eternity. 

- Saint Hilary of Poitiers, (315-368), Bishop, Feast Day January 13 

 

Publish on Sunday January 17: 

The vision of the holy ones is not fraught with distraction: „For they will not strive, nor cry, nor 

shall anyone hear their voice‟ (Matthew 12:19; Isaiah 42:2). But it comes quietly and gently that 

an immediate joy, gladness, and courage arise in the soul. For the Lord who is our joy is with 

them, and the power of God the Father. 

- Saint Anthony the Abbot (251-356), Feast Day January 17 

 

Publish on Sunday January 24: 

Never be in a hurry; do everything quietly and in a calm spirit. Do not lose your inner peace for 

anything whatsoever, even if your whole world seems upset. 

- Saint Francis de Sales (1567-1622), Bishop and Doctor of the Church, Feast Day January 24 

 

Publish on Sunday January 31: 
A prayer for youth: 

Sweet Savior, Saint John Bosco had a powerful love and tender heart for youth. I lift up to You the 



children and teenagers in my life. Protect them; lead them away from the temptations of the world and 

hold them tight in Your arms. When Saint John was a boy, he performed circus tricks to draw in the 

neighborhood children, and then he shared the homily he'd heard at Mass. Help the youth in my family 

and church become powerful evangelists to their peers. Bless those who have been gifted with a 

vocation to the priesthood or religious life, and help them say yes to this call. Saint John Bosco, pray 

for us. Amen. 

- From "Daily Prayers with the Saints for the New Millennium" by Terry Modica, Queenship Publishing. 

 


